Membership – Friends of the Wye

Friends of the Wye

If you’d like to support Friends of the Wye by becoming a
member, please scroll down to see a printer friendly
application form together with payment options and a Gift
Aid declaration.

Friends of the Wye is the supporters group for Revive the
Wye, formed to encourage local communities within the
River Wye catchment to be fully engaged in helping look
after their local river; to protect and improve its natural
environment and to make it a special place that local people
and visitors can enjoy and in which wildlife can flourish.

Please save the form to your device before printing and
completing it and then send it to:
Friends of the Wye, c/o Warwick House, 61 Valley Road,
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 1RL

Members will enjoy opportunities to:
learn about their local river
explore its heritage
care for the environment
attend walks and talks
take part in social events

Your details will be held by Friends of the Wye and Revive the Wye and
will not be shared with anyone else.

receive our newsletter
join practical conservation work parties
monitor the river and its wildlife

Friends of the Wye
From just simply making a donation, to assisting at events,
providing additional expertise on river work activities or
local wildlife, helping with practical aspects such as fund
raising, wildlife monitoring and recording, and supporting
work parties – if you value your local river, please show your
support by becoming a Friend of the Wye.

We aim to promote and support
the protection and improvement
of the natural environment of the
River Wye and its tributaries for
the benefit of the public and
wildlife.

www.revivethewye.org.uk/support-us/friends-of-the-wye/
Contact us: friendsofthewye@gmail.com

MEET – LEARN – VOLUNTEER – SUPPORT

Why are chalk streams special?

About the Wye

What is ‘Revive the Wye’?

Chalk streams are globally rare. There are only about 200 in
the world and almost 80% of them are found in England.
They are fed from groundwater aquifers that store rainwater
which has soaked through the chalk. As it passes through this
filtering process, the water becomes alkaline and rich in
nutrients. It eventually emerges through springs at a
constant temperature, year round.

The River Wye is one such chalk stream which rises in the
Chiltern Hills of Buckinghamshire and flows for around miles

Several of the Chiltern chalk streams now have partnerships,
such as Revive the Wye, and volunteers to help conserve
and manage them.
Revive the Wye is a partnership (formed in 2007) that works
with local councils, government agencies and other
interested parties to ensure that no opportunity is lost to
improve the quality and sense of place of the River Wye. It is
managed by a Steering Group that includes representatives
from a small number of key partner organisations and is
supported by an enthusiastic group of volunteers.

9 miles through High
Wycombe on its way to
Bourne End where it
joins the River Thames
above Cookham Lock.
The channel bed of chalk streams typically consists of gravels
derived from the natural flint deposits found embedded
within the chalk geology, and contain relatively low amounts
of clay and silt deposits. The unique characteristics of chalk
stream ecology are due to the
stable temperature and flow
regimes combined with highly
transparent water and the lack
of sandy sediments. This
fosters an abundance of insects
(including scarce species of
invertebrates and a range of
mayfly and damselfly species)
which in turn provide food for
a variety of fish, including
brown trout, and small
mammals such as water voles
and water shrews.

Despite the legacy of the harmful impacts of historic
industrialisation, incompatible development pressures,
water abstraction and some farming practices, the quality
and attractiveness of the River Wye has been improved
gradually over the last two decades. However, the water
quality of the River Wye is still rated as falling below the
‘Good Ecological Status’ standard by the Environment
Agency. The river, and its smaller watercourses, remain
vulnerable to ill-advised human intervention and
unforeseeable natural events. If continued improvement is
to be maintained, the
river network will
require
constant
attention and care to
ensure that all the
factors influencing its
special chalk stream
environmental quality
are wisely managed.

The partnership’s overriding aim is to protect and improve
the natural environment of the River Wye and to make it a
special place that people can enjoy and in which wildlife can
flourish. Other key aims are to improve public access to the
river, to research and record the river’s rich industrial and
social heritage, and to make people of all ages more aware
of the river’s many attributes.
Find out more: www.revivethewye.org.uk
Contact us: friendsofthewye@gmail.com

